
Potential Moral Injury: Examples of Analogous Events or Circumstances 

MILITARY HEALTHCARE DURING COVID-19 

Giving orders during combat that result 
in the injury or death of a fellow service 
member or innocent civilians. 

Giving clinical orders or establishing 
protocols that result in the death of 
colleagues or patients. 

Feeling let down when the chain of 
command does not provide you with 
adequate reinforcements. 

Feeling let down because you are 
working with insufficient resources or 
staffing, especially when you perceive 
this was avoidable. 

Putting a colleague in danger because of 
your own indecision or a choice that 
was made. 

Putting patients or colleagues in danger 
because of your inexperience, 
indecision, or working outside your 
normal competency. 

Following orders that were illegal, 
immoral or against the Rules of 
Engagement or Geneva Convention. 

Following clinical decisions by others 
that the individual believes were 
unethical, immoral, or against guidance 
from registered professional bodies. 

Being told that you are unable to treat a 
seriously ill civilian (especially someone 
you perceive as vulnerable, such as a 
child) brought to the gates of your 
camp, who subsequently dies. 

Having to choose which of two equally 
sick patients is provided with specific 
care, one of whom does not survive, 
because of the non-availability of 
healthcare equipment. 
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